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ABSTRACT 

This paper is an extended example cf transactional 
evaluation; extended to show not only that the narrow purpose of a 
particular evaluation can be a means to further ends, but also to 
document the developmental character of process in a dynamic setting. 
The primary purpose of the study was to determine what preceptors or 
advisory teachers emphasize in their activities as they work with the 
senior medical student and his ambulatory patient. The basic study 
was planned in 1961 and data were gathered during 1962. The data 
analysis, which involved the creation of rationales for organizing 
findings and the planning cf innovations, continued into 19 64. The 
resulting changes in the particular instructional unit were still in 
effect in December of 1971, and information useful in further 
evaluation has been gathered systematically during t.fte intervening 
years . (Author/HS) 
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Figure 1 

Profile of activities of an instructor. 

llteZfutXvr A rtfcPivr^ a \o\a\ score r.. 
(i 5) on tip* profile in IT-aro 1. 

This iaiT.akd (+2) ot* contcni. diff^ron- 
t'fcl di^fioaia, rrtan.^/i^VW caro, and 



Von. :?■.), pKmtuAitY. 

ica/nir^g enVjrwrpefvt There was a zero 
oil £peci.\) pret.ulure.s, inriwpr-:.*- 
tt</i of p<trl£ r^nd sulvin^ p;v,,-- 

e/s. lie reivi\» (— 2j on history, piv.n*::- 
taf.ion, iiini :uiuiw»i»'>. H-l) on piiyricai 
cxair^iuaiiini, nvievni; i< .; of the major 
prubiem, and lain 1 ■ ;y studies. Tin: 
stinmirie.s conveyed a similar impros- 
sion. The ir..;li a uet.;>i* did not correct a 
si.eichy prevent iilh-.': s. He asked for .i 
Mi\r,n;\ry of data but did not corn'd t : 
pnor summary he was jrivon. He did a 
careful physical examination but iai.v« d 
important clues in the history. He did 
not appear to recojyi: i;:e the patient's co:- 
corn about a chest film and in other in- 
stances seemed unaware or unable to dim! 
with the patient's feelings. He empha- 
sised differencial diagnosis extensively : 
one observer wanted to :;ivc this a (+.5*) 
rat Content was cmpim.suicd. lie em- 
phasized management in general but k\-s 
specifically related 10 this prdicni. Hi- 
implied that extensive diagnostic studies 
were not indicated because the jjali-.vu. 
was in her sixties. After the session, in- 
recognized that the student was weak ii. 
history taking and physical examination 
and that lie had not worked to correct 
this. His stated objective was to empha- 
sise differential diagnosis. 



THE COMPOSITE tWFM.R A. ■ irif AKlIS 

The bar graph M r i «r ,v, -»2j :. c riven here 
to illustrate the comp-site /cores. Table 
2 represents the rath \ r s of oaoenveravs 
of emphasis arranyii! in doscendinjr order 
in the left hand column a'ai the total 
activity score in the right hand crdi;>v.n. 
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- Positive activity toward this objective 
□ -• Neutral activity or nothing toward this objective 
■ Negative activity toward this objective 

Figure 2 

The composite of individual scores of effectiveness and activity. 
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